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DMCW entering 40" 
year... help us pay our 
bills and expand our 
support base 


By Frank Cordaro 


Our cash donations have been slipping for several years 
now. This is happening even as our community’s direct service 
“Works of Mercy” efforts have increased. Our donations of 
stuff, like cooked meals, cleaning materials, household items, 
giveaway food/clothes/toiletries have all increased, yet our 
cash donations have been slipping. 

There are a number of reasons, for sure. 

Our most recent “run-in” with Bishop Pates and his “No 
Catholic Mass” at the DMCW directive has cost us some. To 
be honest, we did get negative feedback from a few priests and 
parishes asking to be removed from our mailing list; others 
simply expressed regret that we had taken a stand in devi- 
ance with the Bishop. This has cost us some support but not as 
much as one might think. 

The DMCW community has been advocating for reform in 
the Catholic Church, especially for women, for almost as long 
as we have existed. I was not for women’s ordination when 
we started the DMCW in 1976. The community intentionally 
stayed away from dealing publicly with Church reform issues. 
Soon after opening, in the early years, I changed my mind as 
did the community, mostly because of Jacquee Dickey, my 
partner at the time. Within a few years after that, the DMCW 
community started taking public stands for women’s ordina- 
tion and Church reform. In the 1990's, the DMCW commu- 
nity was fully engaged in the local Call to Action movement 
before Bishop Charon kicked us off diocesan properties. 

You, our loyal via pacis readership, know all this. 

The real reason we are losing financial support is because 
our funding base, our via pacis readership is old, like me! It’s 
been a number of years since we have promoted ourselves and 
our “Works of Mercy” to local churches, schools, service and 
social justice organizations. Over the years we have lost a lot 
of our college and university contacts. We have not expanded 
our via pacis mailing list in any significant numbers in over 
ten years! 

This year we need your financial support, and we need to 
enlarge our via pacis readership and seek out new churches, 
schools and organizations who want to support our work. 

How much money do we need? 

We have four old houses where we house and feed as many 
as 16 people who are either community members getting 
room and board (no salaries) or guests of the community. 
Plus, we open the first floor of Dingman House five days a 
week, serving nine meals a week; we serve between 50 to 
100 guests each day we are open. Our guests can shower, use 
our toilet, make use of our food, clothing, hygiene products, 
food pantry, phone, have a cup of coffee, and we do three 
grocery giveaways weekly. Saturday’s food giveaway is done 
at Trinity United Methodist Church, three blocks from the 
DMCW. 

We have two “T can’t believe these old vans are still work- 
ing” community vans, both too old and worn out. Yet without 
them, we could not do the multiple food runs that keep our 
“Works of Mercy” going. These vans are costing us an arm and 
a leg to keep running. We really need new (old) vans! 

Yearly operational costs for all of the four houses and Works 
of Mercy are more than $50,000 a year. With this money we 
pay our property taxes (we own the houses in a trust), utili- 
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ties, monthly bedbug service for all four houses, phone and 
internet service for four houses, plus insurance and gas for the 
two vans. 

We also have unattended house repairs and fix-up projects 
that cost beyond our operational funds. With four houses 
there are so many projects, big and small. We need basements 
finished, decks, doors, stairways, new windows, new kitchens 
- especially in Dingman House - plumbing, carpentry and 
electrical work in all four houses. Outdoor landscaping and 
retaining wall work is also needed. 

A good 20% of our operational cost is spent on the via pacis. 
We mail out 3,700 copies. The number has actually decreased 
over the last ten years. The via pacis is also our biggest avenue 
for fundraising. 

2016 marks our community’s 40th year. Thanks to Bishop 
Pates we have a theme and a focus - “Women and the Eucha- 
rist” - for which to celebrate our 40-year walk in the spirit of 
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker movement. This is the 
time to renew and expand our support circle. 

I do not think it accidental the Pope called out Dorothy Day 


and Thomas Merton before the U.S. Congress when he vis- 
ited the U.S. and mentioned only two American Catholics as 
examples for all Americans to follow in these troubled times! 
Wow! What an affirmation! When I heard this in news re- 


ports, I felt like we (CWers) just won the Catholic lottery! 

Now is a great time to promote ourselves and our “Works 
of Mercy” to local churches, schools, service and social justice 
organizations. Now is the time to reach out to colleges and 
universities in the area. 

Here is a list of things you can do for us: 

1) Send us a donation. Our December issue of via pacis is 
our beg issue. 

2) Send us three names and addresses of folks you believe 
would appreciate receiving the via pacis. 

3) Connect us with any churches, schools, service and so- 
cial justice organizations, colleges or university who will in- 
vite us to come and talk about the DMCW and the work we 
do. 


Our boldness to beg comes from a deep well of thankful- 
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ness built up over the years from all the people who have given 
to us in the past; not just their money, but their time, their 
stuff, their talents, their support, their criticism, their loyalty 
and friendship ... for all this, thank you! And for your prayers, 
needed more now than ever. 


Welcoming the 
Stranger 


By Julie Brown 


As Christmas approaches many of us will be reflecting 
on the life of Jesus and the story of his birth. The Christmas 
narrative is full of images that parallel a refugee’s journey. 
We envision two travelers on a long, arduous journey. They 
arrived in Bethlehem looking for a safe place to stay only to 
be told that there is no room for them. Pregnant Mary and 
her husband Joseph had to settle in a shelter made to house 
livestock. The structure had no heat against the winter cold 
and Mary had only the feeding trough for her newborn son 
to rest in. It is this place that Christ is born. This story is full 
of hardship, strength, courage, and wonder, and also marks 
the Christmas season. 

I can't help but draw a connection between the life of Jesus 
and the people fleeing from Syria and other parts of the 
war-torn Middle East. The Bible talks about Mary and Joseph 
fleeing violence as they take Jesus to Egypt. Out of the mil- 
lions of people fleeing Syria, it is estimated that over 75% are 
women and children. Last year, Pope Francis stated, “Jesus 
was a refugee. He had to flee to save his life.” The Bible states 
that an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him” This story is a mirror 
image of the mothers and fathers fleeing deadly violence 
from areas where bombs are falling like rain. 

Today, millions of people are stockpiled in unsanitary refu- 
gee camps or stuck in huddled masses near border crossings 
as they try to flee deadly conditions. As Christians we are 
called to welcome the stranger, however, a fear-mongering 
wave of Islamophobia has dominated the narrative when it 
comes to welcoming people fleeing from the attacks by ISIS 
and the Coalition’s retaliatory bombings. The arguments for 
not welcoming Syrian refugees are based in fear and preju- 
dice. 

It seems that the main fear is that ISIS will embed ter- 
rorists into the refugee population as a way to “sneak in” to 
America. This just does not make sense after some simple re- 
search into the process of becoming an asylum seeker reset- 
tling in the United States. There are numerous ways to enter 
the country. Entering the United States with refugee status is 
one of the hardest and takes the longest in many cases. The 
security screening to vet a person into the U.S. as an asylum 
seeker is conducted by the highest intelligence agencies in 
the country. There are numerous agencies that work on this 
including the State Department, FBI and Homeland Secu- 
rity. There are waves of background checks and interviews 
that take place before a person ever steps one foot on U.S. 
soil. People are rightly afraid after the Paris attacks but we 
need to keep things in perspective. 

There is a racist fear that by inviting Middle Eastern Mus- 
lims to the U.S. we will be opening our doors to extremists. 
This dovetails with the notion that people practicing Islam 
pose a threat to society. This thinking is not only oppressive 
but simply not true. The sobering truth is, just as the Paris 
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THE DES MOINES CATHOLIC WORKER COMMUNITY 

The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to compassionate action as summarized by the 
Catholic Worker tradition. 

We are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live and work 
among the poor. We directly serve others by opening the Dingman House 
as a drop-in center for those in need of food, clothing, toiletries, use of a 
phone, toilet, shower, or just a cup of coffee and conversation. We also 
engage in activities that advocate social justice. 


BECOMING A DES MOINES CATHOLIC WORKER 


We are open to new community members. For information about join- 
ing our mission, contact any community member or visit our website: 
www.dmcatholicworker.org. 


MAILING ADDRESS 


Des Moines Catholic Worker 
PO Box 4551 
Des Moines IA 50305 


BISHOP DINGMAN HOUSE 


(Drop-in Center and Business Phone) 

1310 7th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

515-243-0765 

Live-in community members: 

Patrick Stall, Gilbert Landolt, William Petsche 


PHIL BERRIGAN HOUSE 


(Autonomous and sister with the DMCW) 
713 Indiana Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

515-282-4781 

frank.cordaro@gmail.com 

Live-in community members: 

Frank Cordaro 

Live-in resident: Bob Cook 

Live-in guest: Thomas Pohlmeier 


RACHEL CORRIE HOUSE 


1301 8th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

515-330-2172 

Live-in community members: 

Julie Brown, Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs 


CHELSEA MANNING HOUSE 


1317 8th St. 

Des Moines, IA 50314 

515-777-2180 

Live-in community members: Norman Searah, Ed Bloomer, 
Jack Petsche, Colyn Burbank, Hilary Burbank, Bryan Morrissey 


WEEKLY LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY 


Mondays, 7:00 p.m., Berrigan House. 
Call to confirm. 


MONTHLY VETERANS 
FOR PEACE MEETING 


Berrigan House. For more information, 
contact Gil Landolt at peacevet@hotmail.com 
or call 515-333-2180. 


WEEKLY AA MEETING 


Fridays, 5:00 p.m., Berrigan house 


THE CHIAPAS PROJECT 
Chiapas, Mexico 

Richard Flamer 
flamerrichard@gmail.com 


As for ourselves, we must be 
meek, bear injustice, malice, 
and rash judgment. We must 
turn the other cheek, give up 
our cloak, go a second mile. 
-Dorothy Day 


Annual Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Retreat & Witness at STRATCOM 


What: 36th Annual Feast of the Holy Innocents’ Retreat & Witness at STRATCOM Headquarters & US Mili- 
tary Space Command 

Dates: Sun. December 27 to Mon. December 28, 2015 

Site: Basement of St. John’s Church, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 

This year we want to gather in St. John’s basement for snacks and an evening discussion on the Gospels of 
Matthew’s & Luke's infant narratives and how they relate to us, our celebration of Christmas and why we protest 
the mission and purpose of STRATCOM. Our banner so clearly states the moral case: “Herod Killed the In- 
fants, STRATCOM would kill the World. Celebrate Christmas, Shut Down STRATCOM? 

We will end our gathering at the main gate of Offutf AFB at noon Mon. Dec 28th for a reading of Matthew’s 
Christmas story, prayer circle and line crossing if anyone feels called to do so. 

Come join us. It’s a wonderful opportunity to get your head and heart cleared of the USA Christmas spirit of 
glut and over-consumption by taking some time to study the Christmas texts, examine the deeper meaning and 
spirit of the birth of Jesus and how the political powers of his day received his birth. It will be evident that little 
has changed in the last 2000 years. The difference being a profound confusion by Christians in the USA with 
just who are the modern day Romans, Caesars, Herods, High Priests, friends and enemies of Jesus and they are 
most confused with who is Jesus today. 


For more info contact: 

Frank Cordaro and the Phil Berrigan CW House 
frank.cordaro@gmail.com / (515) 292-4781 
Jerry Ebner 

jerryebner07@gmail.com / (402) 670-3745 


Update: Send 3 Catholic Workers to 
Jeju Island, South Korea 


‘The effort to raise money to send three Catholic Workers to Jeju Island to join the Save Jeju Island campaign 
this December is happening. Martha Hennessy, NYC Catholic Worker and Dorothy’s granddaughter, and Toni 
Flynn, longtime LA and High Desert, CA Catholic Worker, SOA prisoner and writer/poet, are set to go and 
have bought their plane tickets for early December. So far we've raised $2000 and need another $3500 to cover 
the remaining cost of Toni and Martha's tickets and enough to buy Crissy Kirchhoefer of the St. Louis and 
Columbia, MO Catholic Workers a ticket also. 

To do this we set up a gofundme account: www.gofundme.com/zmexjw. Feel free to visit and donate or you 
can also send checks made out to Frank Cordaro or the Berrigan Catholic Worker House; note Jeju Island on 
the memo line and send to: 


Berrigan Catholic Worker House 
713 Indiana Ave 
Des Moines, IA 50314 


VANS NEEDED! 


We have two “I can't believe these old vans 
are still working” community vans, both too Des Moines Catholic Worker 40th Anniversary Celebra- 
old and worn out. Yet without them, we could tion With Roy Bourgeois, Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszynska, and 
not do the multiple food runs that keep our more! 
works of mercy going. These vans are costing 
us an arm and a leg to keep running. We really 
need new (old) vans! Specifically, we need a 
cargo van to haul our grocery and produce 
donations around, and also a passenger van to 
take Catholic Workers and friends to out-of- 
state protests and other events. Thank you! 


SAVE THE DATE! 


August 26-28, 2016 


We can hardly believe it, but somehow 40 years has 
passed at the Des Moines Catholic Worker and we're 
still here, putting our best foot forward in the effort to 
practice the Works of Mercy in service to residents of Des 
Moines, and to stand in solidarity with all those who re- 
sist the injustices and suffering wrought by the exploitive 
and destructive U.S. global military/corporate empire. 

Please join us for a weekend of celebration and fel- 
lowship as we look back on 40 years of work and look for- 
f ' 1 ward to the next 40 and beyond. Roy Bourgeois will give 
a talk on Friday evening and Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszynska 
will be our celebrant for Sunday’s liturgy. Expect more 
exciting details as things develop. We look forward to 
sharing this special moment in our community’s life with 
friends far and wide! 


; rr 
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Bryan Morrissey on one of the DMCW’s weekly food runls. 


RIP Steven Marsden: friend, mentor and former DMCW 


By Frank Cordaro \ 


Word of Steve Marsden’s death reached me while Ed Bloomer and I were 
locked up at Polk County Jail for our Occupy the World Food Prize efforts. He 
died at 67 years old, unexpectedly, at home in his sleep on October 20, 2015. 
Steve's obituary said Steve “moved to Iowa City in 1983 for a temporary part-time 
job at the Iowa City Public Library that he held for the next 32 years. In addition 
to serving the public at the library, he spent more than 20 years helping serve the 
poor in the Free Lunch Program. Steve worked for social change all his life.” 

Jacquee Dickey and I first met Steve on the 1976 Continental Walk across the 
U.S. when the walk was going through Iowa. Before he moved to Iowa City, Steve 
was a regular “on and off” member of the Des Moines Catholic Worker. Steve was 
my first lowa peace activist friend, who actually did jail time for his beliefs. He 
was a convicted felon for refusing to report for induction into the armed forces. 
He served nine months in federal penitentiary rather than kill people in Vietnam. 

In our early years, Steve served as a mentor for many of us Catholic Workers 
just getting into peace and justice work. He was an on-again off-again “live-in” 
DMCW community member our first four years, before he moved to Iowa City. 
Back then, when Steve Marsden came to your demonstration, you could always 
count on him to be part of the action, speak to the heart of the issues, plus lead 
the singing at the witness and action, or at the meeting the night before the action 
or up in the attic of the then Monsignior Ligutti Catholic Worker House (now the 
Rachel Corrie House) late at night 

We did a lot of direct actions back then. I remember getting arrested with Steve 
on tax day, April 15, 1978 in Des Moines, at Rocky Flatts in May 1978, at the 
Palo Nuclear Power Plant in Cedar Rapids in March 1980, and at the Pentagon in 
April 1980 and Offutt Air Force Base in August 1982. 

I found the following citations about Steve from back issues of via pacis: 

“We are down to two staff people living in our houses [two at the time] Jacquee 
Dickey and myself ... Steve Marsden is still with us ... he decided to live with us 
in February ... [he] was arrested at a nuclear power plant last month. For those 
of you who have not met him Steve is the closest thing to a Methodist St. Francis 
with a political activist leaning that you'll ever see. We are truly fortunate to have 
him with us, whenever he gets back home.” - From “On Hospitality” by Frank 
Cordaro. via pacis Oct./Nov. 1978: p. 2 

“Steve Marsden will probably resume editing the via pacis now that Tim is 
leaving. Steve lives in the basement of the Catholic Worker House. His corner has 
become a disaster area, yet he keeps telling me, “You should have seen it before I 
cleaned it?” - From “What’s Happening” by Frank Cordaro. via pacis April 1980: 


p.7 

Rebecca Rosenbaum, Steve's wife and life companion of 35 years, said it best 
in his funeral service program: “He was an unsung hero. His many gifts were not 
always recognized because they were so abundant, and he was so humble.” 


- 
‘pee 


Steve Marsden at anti-draft demonstration at Drake University in Des Moines in January, 1980. 
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attacks were carried out by European citizens, almost all acts 
of terror in the U.S. are carried out by white, U.S. citizens. 

If we close our doors to refugees we are, in fact, helping 
ISIS. It has been documented that refugee camps where 
people have been living in deplorable cramped conditions for 
extended amounts of time have begun to be great recruiting 
grounds. Families are being offered money and homes and a 
way out of the camps along with means to provide for their 
families by ISIS operatives. ISIS has a narrative that tries to 
divide Muslims and the rest of the world. They try to create 
an “us and them” atmosphere. By denying safe refuge from 


By Jerry Mehalovich, former Des Moines 
Catholic Worker and friend of Steve’. 
Shared at Steve's funeral, Oct. 21, 2015. 


Now you move on 
Old friend I know 
You are gone to sky 
Away from me now 
Deeper in my heart 


rey oe ee this awful war along with vilifying the local populations we 

Veitlaakediahen is are in fact strengthening this narrative. 

Istrgpled torkeep up So, where do we go from here? The Bible has a clear 

Your lon stride ottpacins response laid out by Jesus in Mathew 25. “When did we see 
: you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

My quick steps 


clothe you? ... The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.” 

This Christmas season as you reflect on the birth and 


But you never ditched me 
Quiet and strong waiting 
I found you often 


ae sane life of Jesus take a moment to imagine what it would like to 
ira cea: be a refugee in the Holy Land. Would you have welcomed 
Both tough and gentle 


Mary and Joseph into your home? If the answer is yes, then 
remember that we are called to see Christ in the faces of each 
and every person. We are also called to participate in active 
faith. As you celebrate this year, please also take a moment 
and contact your government officials to say that you wish to 
welcome the stranger in your midst. Merry Christmas and 
Rebecca Rosenbaum and Steve Marsden. Happy Holidays. 


Your voice holds long in my ear 
You return in songs I hear 
Repeating throughout crowds 
one by one now getting loud. 
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Two Poems By Jimmie L. Lewis 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


By Norman Searah 


Hello there! For the last few days I’ve been learning that Time magazine, National Geo- 
graphic, along with CNN on my Nook, sometimes have articles on climate change and I 
also buy college courses from “The Great Courses.” I just got two courses: one about climate 
change and I forgot the other. I figure that some colleges are teaching about our earth and 
what’s happening. It’s no longer a topic to not bother with. How long will it be before the 
weather gets a little extreme? 

Here in Iowa I heard about a tornado that hit Parkersburg. I have forgotten how wide it 
was and how fast it was going. We may be between two grand rivers, the Mississippi and the 
Missouri, and I don't know if they'll get flooded. When the oceans rise, will cities and towns 
in low spots of the rivers become flooded or even fields and forests? What about the winter 
that’s about to come? I know that Iowa might be ok, but what about the rest of the USA or the 
world? 

In Time magazine they had a two-page picture of a reservoir in the Mexican state of Chi- 
apas. I think it’s where Richard Flamer lives with his wife, who was a member of our Catholic 
Worker. But in the picture is an old church with trees and lots of water that is drying up as 
the water levels have dropped to 82 feet (25m) that reveals the temple of Santiago, also known 
as the temple of Quechula, which was submerged since 1966. How many lakes are facing 
drought and how many dried up with some rivers and creeks? 

We're more interested in drilling for more gas and oil. We're doing more fracking that af- 
fects our drinking water somehow and I think the frackers don’t care. I don’t think that the 
frackers even know what they are doing to our earth. 

I saw a map of the earth, what it looked like when all the land was together in one part of 
the blue world surrounded by one great ocean. It took a long time for our earth to become 
what it is today and we are destroying it and not knowing what we are doing. I believe that 
every living person, animal, plant, bird and everything else has a life. We may not be all from 
any faith on our earth, but we believe in life and the good will to all of life and maybe more. 

When I first became a Catholic Worker in Worcester, MA I learned that we are called to 
be stewards of the land and recalled taking part in a protest at a place called Seabrook, New 
Hampshire with the Clamshell Alliance. It was my first time protesting. 

We were protesting for the people of New Hampshire that were paying for a nuclear power 
plant that people might not want. Later that day, I learned that Pete Seeger was singing there 
the next weekend, but I missed it since I had to work. But I liked it and learned that other 
Worcester people like Abby Hoffman protested. But how do you protest for all the wrong that 
is being done for profit? 

I don't have a pet and now I don’t think I want one. In Iowa and other states there is an 
industry of factory farms for the purpose of growing pets to sell to pet stores. In a movie I 
have called Give Me Shelter, at these pet mills/factories the mothers give birth again and again 
until death in really bad conditions. In the movie in South America where the rain forest is 
being cut down to grow nothing more than for the palm oil industry. Our forests and Austra- 
lian forests are burning. I figure that someday South America will find out how valuable the 
rainforest was. 

I feel sorry for wolves and other animals but also for the sharks that are being killed for 
their fins. After a shark has been caught and its fin cut off, it’s let go to die at the bottom of the 
ocean ... and who cares? 

I have been around the world but I had a chance to see a movie on the killing of harp seals 
back in Worcester. I never knew it was in Canada’s yard, men killing the young too. It still 
bothers me now even being a member of a few environmental groups. Seeing the world sort 
of falling apart, hearing about lakes drying up at the same time no one wants oil pipelines. I 
imagine in drought areas the ground is baking hard. If it rains I don’t know what would hap- 
pen. 

I wonder how much would water go for if it had no toxins in it and nothing to harm you. 

I just wonder if you live near the Nevada test site where they tested nuclear bombs or near 
any factory that pollutes our air, water or soil. I learned that some people buried stuff in the 
ground as much as throw trash in the ocean. They think that nature will take care of it, even 
barrels of toxic stuff ships would throw their trash in the ocean. 

Then I heard that cities used to do it too, so since I didn't believe it a friend told me to go to 
Atlantic City in New Jersey. He told me to take a walk not on the broadway but on the beach 
near the water, maybe I might see some trash, and I did. I don’t know nowadays. I believe that 
we should burn our trash, mostly our papers, and recycle our cans and bottles. If stuff can be 
repaired, anything that could be fixed, put it aside and maybe someone can fix it. 

We are a “throw away” world. We kill animals sometimes just for fun and after it gets old 
throw it in the dump. Our Native American Indians on the plains when they killed buffalo, 
they killed only enough to feed everyone. They used everything including the hide. But in 
France when they found out that buffalo hides were good for coats they sent people and 
started killing them. They took their hides and left the bodies on the plain. When the Indians 
saw this they must have felt a great loss and respect for the buffalos. 

Well I am sorry for the worried tone for the world and I don’t know what to do. All I can 
do is pray. I'm sorry that the church I go to in New York City is up for sale. It was a good 
friendly place with a good heart. 


So thank you, and in memory of a church, 


Norman Searah 


Oh yeah! Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is the saint of the environment and ecology. I figured Id let 
you know ... ’'m done. 


Edited by Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs 


Jimmie L. Lewis 


What if 


What if you were playing a game 

that you didn’t even know you were playing 
What if your mouth and tongue spoke words 
you didn’t even know you were saying 

What if your mouth that’s created on you 

to use but you could not speak 

What if your eyes were closed shut solid tight 
but could still peek 

What if you say you don't gossip, 

but your voice still has a leak 

What if you have so much in life to be done 
but cannot do 

God bless us all 

but what if this person 

being spoken about is you 

What if in life he thought, 

you thought, they thought 


but not even understanding who you're talking to 


I can go on forever 

and you still won't understand 
who’s speaking to you 

creator up above 

I don’t know about you, 

that’s the one 

I'm talking and praying to 

God put you on this earth 

sO you answer your own question 
if this person that’s being spoken about is you 
until next time God bless you 

as I finish part two. 


| thought I lost 
my mind, 
Part 2 


I was sitting down talking to friends 
about all the good times 

we smiled and we laughed 

we all were chilling 

sitting back, relaxing to unwind 

I lost my thought and memory 
for the moment 

Alzheimer’s is not a joke 

to play with 

The clock kept clicking 

seconds and minutes 

going by the time 

Someone asked me was I all right 
I responded, and said 

I think I lost my mind 


They started to crack a joke 

and said Do you need us 

to help you to find 

but I cut them off before 

they could finish and said 

Yall, I lost my mind 

They said, you're crazy, 

but I cut them off again 

and said Yall can’t see what 

the good lord shows me, because 
yall are spiritually blind 

They got upset, got off their feet 
and lost their relaxation 

and the time to unwind 

They said Jay you got us being afraid 
I said Don't worry, God 

is with us all the time, 

I just have to find my lost mind, 
“understand” light shine! 


They said What are you talking about 
I said I lost my mind in time 

They looked at me and stared at me 
and said Are you getting sick, 

are you OK, are you feeling fine 

and the lord spoke to them, and said 
I blessed him with many talents, 
blessings, callings and gifts 

tap him on the shoulder 

I’ve already woke him up, 

get out of my child’s way, 

because he didn’t lose his mind 


Women’s Ordination and the Des Moines Catholic Worker 


By Frank Cordaro 


The Des Moines Register story covered the basics. The Des 
Moines Catholic Workers and the Presbyteral Council of 
the Diocese of Des Moines met Nov. 10th in what both sides 
called a dialogue. I’m quoted as saying “We're really, really 
grateful that the bishop and the priests truly listened to us!”, 
which we are. 

And Bishop Pates said that even though the suspension of 
the celebration of Mass will continue, the council is open “to 
ongoing dialogue with Catholic Worker House representa- 
tives ... The Presbyteral Council adheres to and goes forward 
in the spirit of Pope Francis in his commitment to fidelity 
to Church teaching while being open to ongoing conversa- 
tion” What the Register story did not cover was the human 
drama and content of our exchanges. 

There were 12 men and one woman at the meeting. Seven 
priests, one bishop and five Des Moines Catholic Workers. 
Both sides had equal time to talk. Each priest and the Bishop 
had a chance to talk as well as each of the Catholic Workers. 

Jack Petsche was the first Catholic Worker to speak. He 
read a prepared statement. (See statement below.) It’s a won- 
derful, well thought out statement that 90% of young people 
below the age of 30 would agree with regarding equality 
between the sexes and the need for the Church to get it right 
about women. 

Ed Bloomer spoke next. Eddie did not have a prepared 
speech. Instead he spoke from his heart, guided by a few 
notes. As is often the case when Ed speaks, all listen out of 
respect for the man, his many years of service to the poor 
and the humble and generous spirit in which Eddie lives at 
the Catholic Worker. Eddie basically said the poor deserve 
the Mass and to receive the body and blood of Jesus. Amen! 

Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs went next. Aaron also had a 
prepared text to read. There is a reason Aaron is the editor of 
the via pacis and the “go to” guy in crafting our community 
statements (and editing my stuff) - he can write! Aaron’s 
prepared statement squarely addresses the substance of the 
Bishop’s and Presbyteral Council’s complaints about us and 
answers their concerns as well as any “call-to-action” reform- 
minded Catholic could, even though not a Catholic himself. 
A must-read statement. See it below. 

The next to speak was Julie Brown. She started by pointing 
out the obvious. She was the only female in the room. Julie 
compared our circle to the thousands of gatherings around 
the world where men sit and make decisions on what is in 
the best interest for women. She went on to make a powerful 
and strong statement in favor of women priests. She also said 
that for the Church to claim that women do not have the 
same access to God leads 
to a power structure that 
contributes to hierarchy and 
violence to women around 
the world. 

The Register story said 
that the Des Moines Catho- 
lic Wrokers were “thankful 
[we] were given a chance to 
sit in front of church leaders 
and present their opposition 
to certain Catholic teach- 
ings ... on the ordination 
of women, homosexuality, 
and open communion.” 

The issue of homosexuality 
was not one of the issues 
we were intending to speak 
to. It was introduced into 
the discussion earlier by a 
member of the Presbyteral 
Council. 

Julie finished by ad- 
dressing the off-topic 
homophobic remarks made 
earlier saying “You have no 
right to judge the acts of 
two consenting adults in 
sexual matters when you 
belong to a Church that 
covered up non-consensual 
sex between its priests and 
children for years.” Then she 
looked around the room 
and said “How an organiza- 
tion can let a man like this 
preach every week to people 
is despicable?” 

I was the last to speak. I 
started out by saying how 
proud I was with my fellow 
Catholic Workers and that I 
probably could add little to 
what they have already said. 
I don't remember much of 


what I said. I ended my time by asking my brother priests the 
question “What would a listening and non-judging Church 
do in our situation?” 

Fr. Mike Amadeo ended the meeting asking the question 
where does our dialogue go from here, whats the next step? 
Bishop Pates answers Fr. Mike Amadeo’s question in the Reg- 
ister story that the Council is open “to ongoing dialogue with 
Catholic Worker House representatives ... The Presbyteral 
Council adheres to and goes forward in the spirit of Pope 
Francis in his commitment to fidelity to Church teaching 
while being open to ongoing conversation.” 


Statement by Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs, DMCW at the Nov. 
10 Diocese of Des Moines Presbyteral Council meeting: 


Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you to further 
a dialogue about the issues of women’s ordination and open 
communion. 

I understand that our time is very limited so I will try 
to be as succinct as possible. I’m sure you have all read the 
statement issued by our community on these topics, which 
I support without reservation. I also wish to express my full 
support for the comments made by my community members 
today, which I know come from a sincere and deeply felt 
desire to create a more just and loving world. 

At the core of our dialogue today is a disagreement about 
the legitimacy of women serving in the priesthood of the 
Roman Catholic Church. I think at this point both sides un- 
derstand the position of the other fairly well, but let me add 
that not only does the Des Moines Catholic Worker commu- 
nity feel that human beings of any gender are equally capable 
of being called by God to serve as priests, but that the full 
inclusion of women in the priesthood and the leadership of 
the Church is not just legitimate but essential to the long- 
term wellbeing of the Church and thus to human society as a 
whole. 

One reason I wanted to be part of this meeting is that one 
of my functions at the Des Moines Catholic Worker is to co- 
edit our newspaper. I am also often involved in crafting the 
language of statements made on our website, press releases, 
and other forums. I take the responsibility of accurately ex- 
pressing the activities and viewpoints of our community very 
seriously. 

Bishop, in your comments to Iowa Public Radio in August, 
it sounded as though you felt that we had misrepresented the 
Mass celebrated by Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszynska at our com- 
munity in December 2014. You felt that the very act of call- 
ing it a Mass in our newspaper was a misrepresentation, and 
that it was offensive. So I just wanted to clarify today that the 


language we used to describe Janice and the spiritual practice 
held in our community was never intended to misrepresent 
or offend, it just reflects our point of view, that Janice and 
other women priests are legitimate Catholic priests, fully ca- 
pable of celebrating Mass authentically. We understand that 
you and others have a different viewpoint. We simply think 
the Church is wrong on this issue, and we are advocating for 
change, in solidarity with women we believe to have a true 
calling to service as priests. We have tried and will continue 
to try to be as clear as possible about this. 

What I don’t think any of us understand is why you and 
others currently in the leadership of the Church choose 
to punish us, and others, for expressing these deeply felt 
convictions. Denying the Des Moines Catholic Worker the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, the excommunication of women 
priests and those who stand with them, like Fr. Roy Bour- 
geois — these actions seem to us totally out of step with the 
moral leadership of Jesus Christ, and we feel that they are 
harmful to the Church. So we ask today that you and other 
leaders of the Church seek a different way of engaging with 
those with whom you disagree. Please make a sincere effort 
to hear our message today, and consider the possibility that it 
might be coming from a place of truth. 

Finally, we ask that you, too, strive to be as clear and trans- 
parent as possible with regards to your point of view. In your 
remarks on Public Radio, Bishop, you emphasized not once, 
but twice, that the problem you and others had with Rev. Jan- 
ice had to do with the need for ordained priests to undergo 
a six-year training period, as if her training was somehow 
the issue, when of course the real concern is that she is a 
woman. The conversation would be better served by being 
clear about this. Nowhere can I find in your communication 
with our community, or in your remarks to the Des Moines 
Register and Iowa Public Radio, or in the statement published 
in The Catholic Mirror, a straightforward presentation of the 
Church’s position on the ordination of women, let alone any 
kind of argument or justification for that position. 

Having said that, I personally suggest as an alternative 
approach to the situation that you consider the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker to be an ecumenical space of worship, 
which it truly is. We welcome practitioners of any spiritual- 
ity that we feel is positive and in accordance with our core 
values of unconditional love, forgiveness, justice, and service. 
I can’t imagine you would object, for example, to Jewish, 
Islamic, Buddhist or Methodist services being offered in our 
community. So it happens that we've held a service that we 
consider to be Catholic but you don't. We've called it a Mass 
but you don’t believe to be an authentic Mass. Whatever 


See ORDINATION continued on pg. 6 


Erin Hanna (Women’s Ordination Conference), Deacon Donna Rougeux (ARCWP), Ree Hudson (RCWP), Roy Bourgeois, Janice Sevre-Duszysnka (ARCWP), at the Vatican on October 17, 2011. 
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ORDINATION, continued from pg. 5 


names you or we assign to it, I can assure 
you it was loving and life-giving. How 
important is it, really, to fight to preserve the 
Church's control over concepts of authentic- 
ity related to liturgical traditions like the 
right sort of bread, the right sort of wine, 
the correct clothing, the correct thoughts 
about transubstantiation, the necessity to 
exclude certain people from the ritual, or 
the gender of the priest? How does any of 
this bring us closer to the Kingdom of God? 
Aren't we faced with far more urgent issues? 
Shouldn't we be working together to address 
them rather than expending our energies 
in a battle over orthodoxies that offer us 
nothing in our struggle to face the enormity 
of the suffering in our world and to ensure a 
sustainable future for life on earth? 

Thank you again for the opportunity to 
speak with you. I pray that our efforts here 
today will help us to find a way forward. 


Rev. Janice Sevre-Duszynska 


Chicken 
Update 


By Hilary Burbank 


We are now hosting an active flock of ten 
hens in the backyard of Manning house! 
Community members, guests and alley 
loiterers alike all enjoy the energy and per- 
sonality of the chickens. They provide an ex- 
cellent respite for anyone needing a minute 
to step away and connect to a different vibe. 
They are also enjoying leftovers from meals 


at Dingman house and other food giveaways. 


Our girls are a mix of varieties including 
Buff Orpington, Dominique and one Rhode 
Island Red. New additions to the group in- 
clude: Benedict, Scholastic, Sprout, and Our 
Lady of the Snow (aka, Mama O). 


Statement by Jack Petsche, DMCW at the 
Nov. 10 Diocese of Des Moines Presbyteral 
Council meeting: 


The history of Catholicism is rife with 
instances where the Catholic Church plays a 
pivotal role in not only influencing but alter- 
ing the course of history due to its stance on 
issues of morality and human rights. In part 
because of the scope of the Church and the 
integral role it plays in forming the moral 
fabric of its adherents, you are in a unique 
position to influence the world in a positive 
way. Often that means changing the status 
quo, when the status quo conflicts with com- 
pliance with equality and justice. 

Now is a time when we must readdress 
and reexamine ecclesiastical law and liturgi- 
cal doctrine if it promotes values and struc- 
tures that are not in accordance with the 
loving, accepting and compassionate Jesus 
that is embodied in the hearts of the follow- 
ers of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The issue of women’s 
ordination is not just about 
adhering to outdated canon 
but about the Church not 
only existing in a modern 
world with gender equality 
but influencing the moral 
landscape of humanity ina 
manner that not only doesn't 
impede the pursuit of equal 
rights for women but strives 
for and expedites it. 

It is long overdue that the 
Catholic Church, through 
liturgical doctrine, embraces 
ordination of women, and 
makes steps to revise the role 
the Church has played in 
the history of the oppression 
of women. For the Catholic 
Church to sit idly by and 
preserve antiquated doctrine 
is analogous to promoting 
misogyny and widespread 
mistreatment of women. 

In this case, to do nothing 
and uphold the status quo is 
tantamount to promoting a 
theistic culture of tyranny. 

As someone who is 
interested in converting to 
Catholicism in large part due 
to the practices of Dorothy 
Day, a Catholic woman who 
, exemplified the works of 
mercy, not because of but in 
spite of ecclesiastical law. It is 
shameful that Dorothy Day 
lived in a time where she did not have equal 
status in the eyes of the Church. My hope 
is that the Church will change its stance on 
women’s ordination, so as not to quell the 
next Dorothy Day. 


Compassion in Action 


By Melonie Stall 
It is not enough to be compassionate. You must act. 


This quote by the Dalai Lama was on our refrigerator door during our children’s teenage 
years. It was imprinted on a postcard that was purchased at the Holocaust Museum during 
our family’s trip to Washington DC in 2005. 

But finding your way to action is not always an easy or expected journey. And so it was 
with our path to volunteering at the Catholic Worker House. When our son, Patrick, moved 
into the Worker about 18 months ago, my husband, Brian, and I had never heard of the 
Worker, knew little about what the Worker stood for, did not agree with most Catholic 
teachings and were even worried about our son’s safety. Nonetheless, we worked hard to 


encourage this new chapter in his life. 

Recognizing need in the community did not take long for us to see. First Brian bought 
supplies. Then I bought supplies. Then Brian bought more supplies — because “Giving feels 
good!” (said David Goodner, a former Worker). Then I heard that one of the other Worker's 
fathers often served Saturday lunch. We could do that, too, I reasoned, somehow forget- 
ting that I think eating (and thus, cooking) is a colossal waste of time. I simply have never 
been able to comprehend what drives people to spend hours cooking a meal that is then 
devoured in less than fifteen minutes. 

But after cooking a meal each month for the Worker this past year, I now understand 
why others are able to do this. It is the love for the people you are cooking for that spurs 
you to spend time planning a menu and shopping for groceries and a day cooking in the 
kitchen. Mind you, I still do not like to cook, but my heart is full as I watch the fifteen min- 
utes of feasting that follows it. 

And between former Worker Emily Sinnwell (the epitome of kindness) helping us cook 
our very first meal for the Worker, Frank Cordaro gushing about how awesome our son is 
every time we see him (with which we wholeheartedly agree, of course), William Petsche 
calling me “Sis” and Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs quitting smoking, our fears over the Worker's 
influence on our son's life have dissipated while our compassion for what the Worker stands 
for has escalated. 

But the best part of all is realizing a decade later, that while the above postcard no longer 
adorns our refrigerator, it doesn’t need to, because it adorns the hearts of my son and his 
fellow Catholic Workers - who every day show their compassion for their fellow man by 
their every action. Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by 
their actions. Matthew 7:20 


Four arrested at Occupy the World Food Prize, Oct. 15, 2015 


The annual OWFP Rally and Direct Ac- 
tion began at approximately 6:30 p.m. on 
the west side of the Capitol building. We 
barely broke double digits this year. Rally 
speeches were Mike Miles’ “Living in the 
Empire,’ a rare Eddy Bloomer speech that 
lasted 44 seconds, a powerful Monsanto rant 
by Sharon Donovan and Frank Cordaro on 
“What's wrong with the WFP?” 

At approximately 7:00 p.m., four protest- 
ers crossed the street with the intention of 
entering the Capitol building to bring their 
Occupy the World Food Prize message to the 
World Food Prize awards ceremony. They 
were confronted by State Troopers, who 
informed them that they would not be per- 
mitted to enter and that further attempts to 
enter would constitute criminal trespassing. 

The protesters asked why they were not 
allowed to enter the Capitol building, which 
is public property, to exercise their first 
amendment rights. All four were arrested. 
Those arrested were Alan Smith, 25, from 
Lodi, NY, and Des Moines Catholic Work- 
ers Jessica Reznicek, 34, Ed Bloomer, 68 and 
Frank Cordaro, 64. 

Alan Smith and Jessica Reznicek were re- 
leased the following day. Frank Cordaro and 
Ed Bloomer were sentenced to 10 days in jail 
and were released at 1 a.m. on October 24. 

A full report of this year’s OWFP events 
with photos and video clips can be found on 
the OWFP web page, occupytheworldfood- 
prize.com. 
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2015 World Food Prize: Worthy Recipient, Unworthy Prize 


By Mike Miles 


The more I learn about agro-ecology the 
more I am convinced that it is the future 
of food production. Using farm animals to 
build soil health, moving from annual plants 
to perennials, cover cropping to stabilize 
soils and increase organic matter, increasing 
plant diversity to attract beneficial insects 
and birds, all are practices that are being en- 
couraged all over the world as the answer to 
restoring farm lands that have been degrad- 
ing since the beginning of agriculture. 

As I drove from Wisconsin to Iowa for our 
continuing battle with industrial agriculture 
at the World Food Prize ceremony, I noticed 
more than ever that I see the rural landscape 
around me with increasingly skeptical eyes. 
The upper Midwest had ideal growing condi- 
tions this summer which resulted in a ban- 
ner year for corn and soy production. Even 
though the “corn was as high as an elephant’s 
eye” the thought that kept running through 
my head was that I was looking at an indus- 
trial wasteland on the verge of collapse. As 
always, great production leads to bad prices 
at the expense of a worn-out environment. 

As the industrialists continue to see their 
role to dominate nature so production keeps 
growing, nature keeps fighting back with 
resistant strains of weeds and insects that 
require farmers to use increasingly lethal 
doses of chemicals just to stay in the game. 
The narrative Big Ag presents always stays 
the same - the methods we employ are the 
only way to feed the nine billion people that 
are going to be on the planet by 2050. The 
good news this year in Des Moines is that 
this argument is breaking down and there 
are other voices quietly, yet firmly, describ- 
ing a new future where agri-business will be 
displaced by a return to agri-culture. 

Monsanto has been having a very bad 
year. Twenty-six countries have now banned 
GMO seeds and the chemicals associated 
with growing them. Cynicism with the 
company has been growing since 2013 when 
the World Food Prize was awarded to their 
chief technology officer Robert Fraley on the 
heels of a $380,000 donation to the organiza- 
tion. This followed a $5 million donation in 
2008 by Monsanto to help renovate the WFP 
building in Des Moines. 


Lawsuits have been multiplying against 
Monsanto since the World Health Organiza- 
tion identified their flagship product Round- 
up (glyphosate) a probable carcinogen back 
in March of this year. Their financial support 
fighting GMO labeling referendums across 
the U.S. hasn't helped their reputation either. 
The bottom line is that their stock value has 
fallen over 30% this year causing huge layoffs 
across the company. 

Accordingly, the tradition of awarding 
the WFP to GMO frankenscientists didn’t 
happen this year. Instead it went to Sir 
Fazle Hasan Abed, founder of the Bangla- 
desh Rural Advancement Committee, the 
largest non-governmental organization 
in the world. They do anti-poverty work 
specializing in micro loans given largely to 
women farmers in the developing world. The 
distancing of the Prize from its corporate 
sponsors was so palpable this year that we 
found ourselves in the curious position of 
being invited to a luncheon at the conference 
center that featured the Prize winner as a 
guest speaker. 

Security was on full alert as four members 
of Occupy the World Food Prize, as well as 
the speaker for our event, Zen Honeycutt, 
waltzed into the Marriott Hotel and sat at the 
table directly adjacent to Sir Fazle. Oxfam 
International was presenting awards to two 
women farmers from Africa who employed 
agro-ecological methods to feed their com- 
munities. Everything Sir Fazle spoke about 
highlighted the kind of agriculture OWP 
promotes - small farmers, mostly women, 
feeding their local communities using 
organic, regenerative practices. If this was 
really what the WFP was moving toward as 
an organization, we would simply have to 
stop protesting them. Then the other shoe 
dropped. 

The final speaker at the luncheon was 
Patty Judge, a former Iowa legislator, Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor. While she had no problem singing the 
praises of the African farm heroes, she also 
put her imprimatur on the way Iowa does 
agriculture, measuring success only in terms 
of financial gains while glossing over topsoil 
losses (some of the biggest in the nation) 
and water quality which is among the worst 
nationally (thanks to 15 million pigs and 


chemical runoff from row crops). When we 
asked her about this later she simply told us 
that it was not the place or time to discuss 
these issues. She also had no idea what 

the Rodale Institute was and that they had 
surpassed industrial ag production levels in 
test plots they managed utilizing organic, 
regenerative practices. While the talk is that 
agro-ecology may be the future for Africa, 
it’s going to be a while before we see it prac- 
ticed widely in Iowa. 

Another curious element of the week was 
the daily paid advertisements in the Des 
Moines Register by Howard Buffett, son of 
billionaire investor Warren Buffett. The ads, 
paid for by the Howard Buffett Foundation, 
were a daily chronicle of all the best practices 
that regenerative, sustainable, organic agri- 
culture has to offer. If global agriculture were 
done the way the Howard Buffett Founda- 
tion was advocating it would mark the end 
of corporate, industrial agriculture. Rural 
women would be empowered to feed their 
families and communities, building healthy 
soils would be the primary goal of agricul- 
ture, pollution would be a thing of the past, 
ecological diversity would be more impor- 
tant than mono-cropped commodities. In a 
word, it would be agricultural nirvana. 

However, Howard Buffett the businessman 
has been a director of some of the larg- 
est corporate agri-businesses in the world: 
Archer Daniels Midland, ConAgra Foods, 
Agro Tech Foods Ltd., Sloan Implements, 
Coca Cola Company, GSI Group (grain stor- 
age and poultry/swine production systems), 
and Berkshire Hathaway (the company his 
dad Warren owns and wants to bequeath to 
his son). How can these two disparate faces 
of agriculture coexist in one individual? How 
can Howard the foundation director advo- 
cate for everything that is right in farming 
and Howard the businessman be invested in 
everything that is wrong? 

In the end, the paths that we walk as indi- 
viduals have everything to do with how we 
perceive Empire and our relationship to it. 
In Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, the 
Grand Inquisitor tells his prisoner Jesus that 
he got it all wrong when he rejected Satan’s 
three offers to power and control over the 
masses. The people need someone to watch 
over and protect them and the best way to do 


that is with financial, political, and religious 
manipulations. He goes on to tell Jesus that 
he, the Inquisitor, has done more for the 
people than Jesus ever could because he gave 
them everything they were looking for. 

He also reveals his terrible secret, that 
he is in league with Satan and that, more 
often than not, the Evil One is disguised as 
an angel of light. As we try to free ourselves 
from the machinations of Empire, Empire 
is always ready and willing to welcome us 
home. Empire wants us to settle in and live 
the good life. Empire will use thumb screws 
and truncheons to get us to go along but it is 
much easier to offer the perks of the “good 
life” and have citizens volunteer to sedate 
themselves and come along for the ride. 

The problem with the World Food Prize is 
not who gets the prize but that a concocted 
entity thinks they have the power to offer it 
to someone at all. Those who fund the prize 
have an agenda that is in conflict with the 
conviction they have that they are the judges 
of who does the best job feeding a hungry 
world. They simply need to get out of the 
way and let the people of the world take care 
of the task of feeding themselves. 
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Steve Marsden § Frank rdaro chaining shut the doors of the 
1.R.S. office in Des Moines Tax Day, 197 


Steve Marsden and Frank Cordaro chaining shut the doors of the I.R.S. office in Des Moines on Tax Day, 1978. 


KK with her portrait, drawn by Charles Mertes. 


Volunteers from Lincoln High School at Dingman House. 


RE 


Dale and Gil in the backyard at Dingman House. 


Alison Weir discusses Palestine at Trinity United Methodist Church on November 6, 2015. 


Guests waiting for the day to begin at Dingman House. 
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+ 
This past October, DMCW Julie Brown took part in Christian Peacemaker Teams training in Chicago, IL. She has since been accepted on the CPT team in Iraqi Kurdistan where she will be serving six months in 2016. Above is 
the CPT training class of 2105. 


Patrick Stall, DMCW, Jack Petsche, DMCW, Sofia Mattson, Conor Murphy, and Phoebe Clark prepare to disrupt the G.O.P. Presi- 
dential Family Forum in Des Moines, IA on November 20, 2015. 


DMCW Jack Petsche with Cornel West in Des Moines, IA on Nov.14, 2015. 


_- 
Des Moines Catholic Workers and interns in the kitchen at Dingman House: Colyn Burbank, Jack Petsche, Josh 
Mascharka, Patrick Stall, Aaron Jorgensen-Briggs, and Alan Smith. 


Catholic Workers and volunteers at Saturday produce giveaway at Trinity United Methodist Church. 
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The Good Life 


By Colyn Burbank 


It's no controversy to state that we want 
to live in a better world. There are entire 
branches of thought dedicated to deciding 
what a good society would look like and 
the means to attain these ends. Modernity 
believed we are steadily progressing towards 
a better world through science, technology, 
and the dominance of the intellect. The hor- 
rors of WW] and II have shown us that these 
saviors are, in fact, mortal constructs that 
may be used for peace or destruction. The 
same brain that can eradicate polio can also 
help create the atomic bomb. 

This ushered in a postmodern view of the 
world where the “arc of the moral universe” 
does not necessarily bend towards justice 
or injustice, but instead echos Teilhard de 
Chardin’s view that “we are the arrow of 
evolution and the direction of its future.” We 
are the ones who get to decide where that arc 
is bending. Now that we do not hold onto 
a hope of something outside of us that will 
guide us to this destination, how to do we 
go about creating the good society? In the 
following article I would like to address the 
priorities and necessary limitations for such 
a society to work towards. 

The first question that comes to mind 
when considering the effort to create a good 
society is the nature of what we deem to be 
good. Is good an objective standard outside 
of us or is it something we determine for 
ourselves? Is good a static finishing line or is 
it in constant flux as determined by the in- 
dividual? I would argue for the latter. Good 
is constantly renewed and refined by our 
experience. 

In my homogenous social circle alone 
there are a various needs that determine 
what it means to have a good life. If I were 
to impose what I determine to be good onto 
others that would mean listening to Ken- 
drick Lamar and Sufjan Stevens, requiring 
everyone to read Fyodor Dostoevsky and 
Wendell Berry, and enjoying the pleasure of 
a liberal amount of Sriracha hot sauce. But 
this won't satisfy my conditions for good 
unless I am able to control the phenomeno- 
logical experience of the person who reads 
Dostoevsky or when they taste Sriracha. In 
my inability to perform soul control, I am 
ultimately reducing what defines “the good” 
by a mere possession of these objects. This 
strict materialistic view of the good life 
ignores a large part of the human condition: 
the subjective preference of inward values. 

The role of society should not be to 
impose values on its citizens. Values of 
how one should live or think may be better 
appropriated through laissez-faire means. 

I have the choice to be influenced by the 
values and ideas of those around me, but I 
always have the choice to leave that if I wish. 
I have the choice to read a book or watch a 
program that will imprint a new understand- 
ing, but I can turn off the TV, shut the book, 
or develop a critique to the argument. It is 
not our moral duty to make others happy, as 
happiness is not dependent on us and there 
is no ending point to happiness. Popper 
states “The attempt to make heaven on earth 
invariably produces hell. It leads to intoler- 
ance. It leads to religious wars, and to the 
saving of souls through inquisition.” This is 
seen through the examples he has provided, 
but also through contemporary and histori- 
cal societies where ideological dissenters are 
executed or sent to work camps. 

So, if an ideal society is not to tell others 
how to think or behave what role should 
it play? I believe the state and its citizens 
should push to adopt what Popper calls 
negative utilitarianism as a means of at- 
taining a better world. The principle aim of 
negative utilitarianism is to reduce suffering 
rather than to promote happiness. I under- 
stand there are strong correlations between 
the ending of suffering and the promotion 
of happiness, but I speak in terms of ending 
suffering so one may then choose what they 
ought to pursue for their happiness (the term 
suffering is used in this article to mean one 
that lies outside of the individual's realm of 
immediate change through institutions and 
power structures). 

For example, the current minimum wage 


is trapping the vulnerable in a deterministic 
cycle of poverty that maintains suffering in 
many ways. I would argue the state has a 
moral demand to raise the minimum wage 
to a higher standard in order reduce suffer- 
ing for the individual and to provide more 
autonomy both financially and with their 
time (as it is a time-consuming task to be 
poor) to decide how they choose to live a 
good life. I believe the call to alleviate suffer- 
ing should be the primary task of a society 
both at the macro and micro levels. 

In all ways, I speak to limit imposed 
morality that deems how one person is to 
live their life or think their thoughts. This is 
a highly existentialized view of society and 
places trust in the individual through collec- 
tive rationale and discourse. No voice ought 
to be silenced however much I disagree 
with it. The large scale societal role ought 
to continue placing necessary limits on the 
power of a person/people/corporation as it is 


more important to make sure bad leaders are 
limited through non-violent means rather 
than working in a system that seeks to find 
the perfect leader. The good society is one 

of reduction and limits; a notion easier said 
than done. 

With this being said, the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker is operating towards the 
good society in these ways. Our common 
good is not the imposition of our values on 
our guests, but lies in the reduction of suffer- 
ing. Our day-to-day operation involves mak- 
ing sure everyone has access to a hot meal, a 
warm shower, and the needed accessories to 
reduce external hardships (blankets, gloves, 
hats, etc.). We operate via consensus-based 
decision making which deconstructs any 
centralized authority. We also work at reduc- 
ing the suffering of others through a macro 
approach by shedding light on the systems 
that that limit the autonomy of those not in 
positions of power. 
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The means are more important than the 
ends and the good society shall forever 
be found in the means, as there is no end. 
It will always need to be reworked and 
challenged in light of the current genera- 
tion. I am wary of supporting any social or 
political order that states what a good life 
should consist of no matter how elegant or 
beautiful that society may sound. Instead, I 
would encourage any system to allow each 
individual the right to self-development 
even if that may cause the disunity of views 
and values. For now, the task at hand is 
the call for the intolerance of suffering 
and subjection. Whether this be through 
a blanket, the elimination of war, a bag of 
ibuprofen, or the reworking of our crimi- 
nal justice system. The Catholic Worker 
is a shining example of people working at 
both ends. 


The heart of man can be full of so 
much pain, even when things are 
exteriorly “all right.” It becomes all 

the more difficult because today we 
are used to thinking that there are 
explanations for everything. But there 
is no explanation of most of what goes 
on in our own hearts, and we cannot 
account for it all. No use resorting to 
the kind of mental tranquillizers that 
even religious explanations sometimes 
offer. Faith must be deeper than that, 
rooted in the unknown and in the 
abyss of darkness that is the ground of 
our being. No use teasing the darkness 
to try to make answers grow out of it. 
But if we learn how to have a deep in- 
ner patience, things solve themselves, 
or God solves them if you prefer: but 
do not expect to see how. Just learn to 
wait, and do what you can and help 
other people. Often it is in helping 
someone else we find the best way to 
bear our own trouble. 


— Thomas Merton, from his Christmas 
letter, 1966 


, 


The Good Samaritan: Stories from the Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker on Skid Row 


by Jeff Dietrich. Los Angeles: Marymount Institute Press, 2014. 


Reviewed by Frank Cordaro 


The Good Samaritan can be considered a 
sequel to Jeff Dietrich’s 2011 book, Broken 
and Shared. The essays in both books were 
first published in the Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker’s newspaper, Catholic Agitator, 
National Catholic Reporter and the Los 
Angeles Times over a period of more than 
40 years. These books confirm what many 
of us have known for years: Jeff Dietrich is 
the best writer of our generation of Catholic 
Workers — baby boomers raised in the 
1950s, schooled in the “60s and entering the 
Catholic Worker Movement in the “70s. 

The Los Angeles Catholic Worker 
(LACW) is modeled on Dorothy Day’s 
New York City Catholic Worker (CW) 
community, which was urban, Works of 
Mercy focused and community-based. The 
LACW was one of the few up-and-running 
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Jeff Dietric! 


communities in existence in 1976 when 

we started our Des Moines, lowa CW 

community. And for us, their five-year lead 

made them old-timers to whom we looked 

for guidance. In the 1970s, there were 

few CW communities or individuals that 

had been in the movement even 20 years. 

Today there are dozens of communities and 

hundreds of individuals who are longtime 

veterans of the Catholic Worker movement. 
It was in the Catholic Agitator that I was 

first introduced to Jeff and his writings. 

Never big on book learning, my degree 

in Physical Education did not prepare 

me well for a lifetime of literature and 

Scripture study; these are skills acquired 

since I became a Catholic Worker. When 

I first started reading Jeff’s articles, they 

almost always had a word or two I did not 

understand, and he still stumps me once 
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in a while. Writing about the government's 
response to military veterans, Jeff writes, 
“Our government ... chooses to meet their 
needs in the most pusillanimous ... manner.” 
He describes a guest who verbally assaulted 
someone with “a string of vivid metaphorical 
references to biological and scatological 
activities.” Pusillanimous? Scatological? 

I'm still improving my vocabulary via Jeff’s 
writings. 

Those who joined the Catholic Worker 
Movement in the 1970s were very different 
from those who joined Dorothy Day in the 
“30s. We were raised in the post-WWII era, 
and many of us developed an inflated sense 
of privilege and entitlement. Our whole lives 
we have been recipients of the benefits of 
the ill-gotten gains of WWII and the wealth 
that has come with the ever-expanding U.S. 
global economic and military empire. 

Those of us who are Catholics in the 
movement were formed by a very different 
Catholic Church than the Church of the 
1930s, “40s and ‘50s. We are part of the post- 
Vatican II Church and of the Call to Action 
reform movement of the 1970s. We take 
pride in the fact that Dorothy Day and the 
early CW movement had a great influence 
on the larger Church’s rediscovery of the 
nonviolent Jesus and the Second Vatican 
Council’s condemnation of nuclear weapons. 
We are the CW generation that lived through 
the Vietnam War. We have been greatly 
influenced by the rise of the Catholic left and 
the Berrigan brothers, Daniel and Philip. 

Most of us started in the Catholic 
Church. Many of us have since left, if not 
officially, then unofficially, realizing that the 
institutional Church is part of the problem 
and an obstacle to following the ways of 
Jesus and living out the “Aims and Means” 
of the CW movement. However, we have not 
stopped being Catholic in spirit and in our 
hearts, in the way we see the world and in 
the language we use for prayer and worship. 

Over the last 40-plus years, Jeff has been 
writing from this generational perspective 
and context. His writings are grounded in 
the Works of Mercy practiced at the LACW’s 
house of hospitality and “Hippie Kitchen,” 
in his everyday community life, and in 


the public witness and direct actions that 
sometimes land him in jail. 

In his opening chapter, “Who is my 
neighbor?” Jeff ties William Stringfellow’s 
“surrogate victims,’ Paul Valley’s “Bad 
Samaritans” and Rene Girard’s “scapegoat 
mechanism” to the biblical story of the Good 
Samaritan. He is at his best when he makes 
Scripture come alive through real stories of 
the LACW and the guests they serve. In his 
essay “The Story of Jacob and the Homeless 
with a Stone for a Pillow,’ he illustrates the 
connections among the patriarch Jacob, Jesus 
and the realities of street life in Los Angeles. 
And he is not afraid to share from his family 
history, as he did in his essay “Wrestling 
and Reconciling,” in which he says of his 
brother’s suicide, “I know that it is not my 
fault, but I also realize that in some essential 


way I am to blame. Families are weird. ... It 
is this very weirdness of families, according 
to scripture, that is the root cause of violence 
and death in the world.” My personal favorite 
is “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Jeff tells his own 
story of being a Catholic Worker intermixed 
with his account of Dorothy Day’s life. 

He begins his essay with “I am lucky” and 
ends it with “I am not lucky. Actually, I am 
blessed.” I feel much the same about my life 
as a Catholic Worker. 

Jeff ends his book with a list and 
description of Beliefs and Values. 
SPIRITUALITY: Eucharistic Spirituality, 
the Mystical Body, Incarnation, Redemptive 
Suffering, Prayer, Reconciliation, Gospel, 
Beauty and Seamless Garment. ACTIVISM: 
Resistance, Prophetic Witness, Non- 
violence/Pacifism, Biblical Anarchism 


Deportation for Christmas 


By Patrick Stall 


Immigration is perhaps the most perni- 
cious political debate now happening, and 
with the recent attacks in Paris giving the 
Right more anti-migrant ammunition, I 
think there has never been a more important 
time to make a case for open borders. 

What is a border? Some have fences, 
some are totally unguarded, but all are just 
imaginary lines drawn by politicians and 
used by the State to divide working people. 
Essentially, a politician tells us that someone 
born “there” is less deserving of rights and 
respect than someone born “here.” Today, 
politicians use borders, and the knowledge 
of which side of the imaginary line you were 
born on, to pit working people against each 
other. “Don't look at our economic policies, 
it is because an immigrant took your job 
that you're coming up short at the end of the 
month again.” “Don't ask questions about 
why we need war in oil-rich countries, just 
be afraid of people browner than you and let 
us do what we need to to keep you safe from 
‘the terrorists.” “They come over here and 
take our jobs!” and amazingly, at the same 
time, “They come over here and act lazy and 
live off welfare!” 

Of course, none of these propagandist 


blasts have any grounding in reality. Im- 
migrants add wealth and jobs to the new 
country, and by far the biggest terrorist 
threat in the United States is from white 
Christians, including those in uniform. The 
contradictory claims of anti-immigrant 
rhetoric, though, belie their purpose: essen- 
tially denizens, first-generation, non-citizen 
immigrants are perfect scapegoats for the ills 
of a capitalist, imperialist country. We should 
not focus on refuting racist-xenophobic 
claims by investigating and proclaiming the 
facts of who immigrants are and what they 
do (a sort of ugly respectability politics), 

but look at what purpose these claims serve 
and for whom. Basically, anti-immigration 
sentiment and action serves capitalists and 
rightists by allowing them to locate the ills of 
society in a certain group of people. This is 
the function of a nascent fascist tendency we 
must be well wary of. 

If we want to be serious leftists, or really, 
even-minded people generally, we must 
counter this racist rhetoric and policy with 
talk, and importantly, actions, of our own. 
We must declare that classes, not borders, 
are the real distinction, and that we will not 
be used as an excuse to break up families and 
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and Radical Discipleship. SOCIAL 
INTERACTION: Community, Celebration, 
Stewardship, Personalism, Hospitality, 
Reconciliation, Work, Service and Voluntary 
Simplicity. 

It's a great list. Thank you, Jeff Dietrich, 
for your life, your years of service in the 
movement and for your writings that leave a 
testimony of a generation of Dorothy Day’s 
offspring. 


criminalize an entire people so that right- 
wingers in the Democratic and Republican 
parties (remember that Obama has deported 
more people in his first term than any other 
president) can go on with their neoliberal 
economic policies. We must demand a truly 
open society that does not divide on racial 
and national origin lines but moves towards 
a truly egalitarian politic, both in immigra- 
tion policy and economic equality. 

In light of the massive debate over refugee 
and migrant flows both here and in Europe, 
when doing the Advent tradition of reading 
the Nativity Story this year, it may be helpful 
to pay extra attention to two verses which are 
easy to gloss over. Matthew 2:14-15 reads, 
“Joseph got up and took the Child and His 
mother while it was still night, and left for 
Egypt. He remained there until the death of 
Herod? Presumably, though the Bible tells us 
nothing, Mary and Joseph wouldn't have had 
time to acquire the paperwork to have legal 
status in Egypt: the Holy Family was a trio 
of undocumented refugees in a foreign land. 
Being a Christian is to worship an undocu- 
mented immigrant. 
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Change Service Requested 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


Prayers... without them, nothing happens. 


VOLUNTEERS: 

Monthly meal provid- 
ers, individuals and work 
crews for hospitality 
(serving food, cleanup), 
cleaning and general 
inside and outside main- 
tenance... without them, 
we burn out. 


FOOD: 

Milk, Salted Butter, 

Sugar, Coffee, Creamer, 
Salt, Black Pepper, Salad 
Dressing. Leftovers from 
weddings, funerals and 
other social gatherings... 


HEALTH AND HYGIENE: 
Feminine Hygiene Items, 
Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 
Multivitamins, Antibiotic 
Ointment, Band-Aids, Lip 
Balm, Hand Warmers. 


TOILETRIES: 

Disposable Razors, 
Shampoo, Conditioner, 
Lotion, Deodorant, Soap, 
Toothpaste. (Small sizes 
preferred for handout . . .) 
Toothbrushes and Toilet 
Paper. 


NEEDED CLOTHING: 
Underwear, Socks, T- 
shirts, Sweatshirts, Hood- 
ies, Coats, Work Pants, 
Shoes and Boots. (All 
Sizes — especially big .. .) 
Sleeping Bags, Blankets. 


HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES: 
Candles, Bleach, Laundry 
Detergent, Dish Soap, 
Murphy’s Oil Soap, Pinesol, 
Trash Bags, Brooms, Rugs, 
Energy-Efficient Light 


Bulbs, Aluminum Foil, 
Plastic Wrap, Sandwich 
and Freezer Bags, Bath 
Towels, Bowls. 


HOUSE REPAIRS: 

With four old houses, there 
are plenty of projects large 
and small. We invite do-it- 
yourselfers — individuals 

or groups ~ with skills in 
carpentry, plumbing, paint- 
ing, electrical, etc. to come 
in, look over our housing 
needs, and choose a proj- 
ect. Bring your own tools if 
possible. 


LIBRARY: 

Peace and Justice books 
for the Berrigan House 
Library. 
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$CASH MONEYS: 

Cash donations are essen- 
tial to pay our property 
taxes, utilities, repair and 
maintenance of property, 
upkeep and gas for two 
vans, purchase of needed 
supplies, and for the 
continued publication and 
mailing of the via pacis, a 
good 20% of our annual 
expenses. 


DMCW WEBSITE 


For up to date news & 
info on the community, 
the Rachel Corrie Proj- 
ect, Berrigan House and 
Occupy the World Food 
Prize visit the DMCW 
web page: www.dim- 
catholicworker.org. 
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